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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1/ UOT UEOwHbOi OUOEUDPOO

Bear Aware Community Coordinator (BACC): Sharon Wieder

Area of Program Delivery: Cities of Rossland and Trail (total population approximately 14,000)

Bear Aware is a community education program administ ered by the British Columbia
Conservation Foundation (the BCCF). Bear Awar e’ s
bet ween people and bears with education, communi c
Community Coordinator (BACC) was hired by the BC CF. Financial support for Rossland/Trail

Bear Aware was gratefully received from the Ministry of Environment, the Columbia Basin Trust

(CBT), the Cities of Rossland and Trail, and Nelson and District Credit Union. Additional funding,

to be used in Trail, was received from Teck Metals Ltd through a restorative justice forum

facilitated by the Conservation Officer Service (COS).

As always, Bear Aware received invaluable support from many volunteers.

This year-end report is a detailed description of pr ogram activities and provides a description of
the current situation with regards to human -bear conflict; accountability to the community and
financial contributors and a record for subsequent BACCs.

Bear Aware relies upon partnerships for both funding and program operation. The cities of
Rossland and Trail each generously donated $2,500 to the Bear Aware program in 2011. The
Columbia Basin Trust contributed $60,500 towards operation of Bear Aware projects in the basin in
2011. The Rossland/Trail Bear Avare program was also awarded a Bear Aware position through
the BCCF. Bear Aware was initiated in the City of Rossland in 1999 and has operated annually
under the auspices of Rossland Bear Smart Committee since that time. Bear Aware has been
offered in the City of Trail since 2008.

The program area is bordered by the Cascade Mountains, the Columbia River, and contiguous
watersheds. The communities of Fruitvale, Montrose and Warfield are closely connected to the
program area but have currently declined t o participate in a Bear Aware service agreement.
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1.211 xOUUwWUUOOEUa

The 2011 Bear Aware season ran from May 2 thru November 30. There were also earlier activities

in February (a display at the Waneta Mall) and April (early kick -off of the Dumpster Deputy

program). These activities were carried out under the auspices of the RosslandTrail Bear Smart

Committee. Additional funding, to be used in Trail, was received from Teck Metals Ltd through a

restorative justice forum facilitated by the CO Service. Thesefunds were put towards: the
initiation of a bear hazard assessment, the purch
and a free electric fencing workshop.

The Bear Aware season of 2011 was a fairly typical year. A cool wet spring helped to create a good
crop of natural bear forage. Bear sightings were not reported until late May in contrast to 2010,
when they were reported in mid -April. The huckleberry crop of 2011 was approximately 85 —
95% (as assessed by volunteers) of the bumper crop 02009. Even though the berries ripened three
weeks later than in a typical year, bear activity in urban areas was low.

Rossland adopted a wildlife attractant bylaw in April of 2011. The bylaw addresses garbage
storage on private property and fruit tree as attractants.

Overall, there were fewer bear sightings than in 2010. Rossland and Trail residents commented

throughout the season that there were fewer bear sightings than in other years. Bear Aware
spearheaded the “Dumpst er Ddanfoumatyr on the newy Roastand di s s en
wildlife bylaw; managed the household “Bear Saver
data for the Trail Bear Hazard Assessment. Other activities included: renovating the community

Bear Aware website; setting up the bear diorama project; spearheading a pilot for sidewalk

returnable bins and solar-powered trash-compactor bins; and working with the Harvest Rescue

program and the resultant community fruit press day. There was a decrease in calls to the RAPP

line and the resultant Problem Wildlife Occurrence Reports (PWORS) in 2011 (compared t02010)

with 41 calls from Rossland and 123 calls fromTrail in 2011 The greatest attractant in both

communities continue d to be garbage of the calls that reported an attractant, 44 calls from Trail

and 11 calls from Rossland concerned bears and garbage Public displays, presentations and

program activities (including door to door and garbage tagging) reached610people in Trail and

429 in Rossland.

Letters of support are shown in Appendix 1.
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1.3.1 Community Profiles

Rossland-Trail Bear Aware serves the communities of Trail and Rossland under the auspices of the
Rossland-Trail Bear Smart Committee. Trail and Rossland are surrounded by forests dominated
by Douglas Fir, Lodgepole and Ponderosa Pine, Western Larch, Westen Hemlock, Alpine Fir,
Spruce, Cottonwood, White Birch and Aspen. Forest type is dependant upon elevation and aspect.
Cougars, elk, wolverines, white -tailed and mule deer, coyotes, bald eagles, black bears, grizzly
bears and other wildlife occupy these mountains. Kokanee Salmon, White Sturgeon and other fish
thrive in the local rivers and streams.

The economy traditionally relied on mining and forestry. Recently, there has been an increase in
tourism -related businesses including outdoor adventure touri sm. There has also been an increase
in young families returning or relocating to the area, creating an expansion and growth in housing
development. Multi -use trail networks are expanding around the urban areas. In general, people
report more bear encounters on trails within city limits than outside city limits. Many older Trail
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residential areas are typified by yards with gardens and fruit trees. Rossland is a small alpine
community that has been built upon the recreational and tourism industry.

Rossland

Rossland supports a population of 3,500. Rossland comprises mostly residential neighbourhoods,
a main street business area and several hiking and biking trails.

A wildlife attractant bylaw was passed in April of 2011. There have been many Bear Aware

delegations to council since 2002 requesting that council institute such a bylaw. The bylaw

addresses garbage stored on private property and fruit trees as attractants. Redstone Golf Course

housing development continued to expand and bears were regularly reported on and around the

golf course and hiking trails. Prior to the expansion, the area was a combination of woods and

meadows with old orchards. Red Mountain Resort has several housing complexes with many full -

time residents and locked dumpsters available for household garbage. These dumpsters were kept

locked and residents were careful to maintain this system. Dogs were very common in Rossland

and human-bear conflictdueto“ o-f fash dogs” was common. -Rossl| anc
i gnor ed?” doyl®ylave h e d

Trail

Trail has a population of 10,000 people. The number of residential neighbourhoods only slightly
exceeds the number of commercial neighbourhoods. Trail residents rarely have (or use) inside
storage for their garbage and very rarely have a bear-resistant container. Perhaps as a result,
garbage is the major bear attractant. Trail does have a bylaw stating that garbage can only be put
out on the street for pick-up on the day of collection and only after 6am the morning of scheduled
collection. This bylaw is often violated despite education efforts from both the City and Bear
Aware.

Trail has a large commercial bearresistant dumpster at the city works yard that is available to
residents who wish to dump household garbage on a donation basis. It is open from May to
October (active bear season). This dumpster is sponsored and monitored by the Natural Control
Alternatives group who share any costs with the city of Trail. This is the third year that the
dumpster has been in place and donations now cover the cost of tipping fees.

Bears were digging under the electric fence surrounding McKelvey Creek Landfill (Trail) to gain

access to the garbage in 2011. Local residents continued to comment on the increased bear activity

around their homes sincethel andf i I 1 was “electrified?”. Bear Ay
proper garbage storage solutions to reduce human-bear conflict.
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Fruit trees were quite abundant in Trail and continued to be a major bear attractant. An electric
fencing workshop was offered this year in Trall to offer residents a tool to deter bears from
damaging fruit trees. The workshop was poorly attended. People in Trail seemed generally
sceptical about the effectiveness and safety of electric fencing.

1.3.2 Bear Populations and Habi tat

Both black bears and grizzlies inhabit the mountains surrounding the area. Black bears are
routinely sighted on the streets of both communities, but there have been no confirmed recent
sightings of grizzlies in either community. Bears den close by and feed in the surrounding alpine
meadows and sub-montane habitat. The wildlife travel corridors that go through town follow
riparian areas and shelter vegetation. Over the course of the season, bears may move between the
valley bottoms in Trail through Wa rfield and into Rossland alpine habitat.

Bears that pose a risk tohuman safety are destroyed by COs. These animals are usuallyhuman
food-conditioned and habituated to human activity. Bears seemed to move throughout all areas of
town, but trail -heads nearthe town perimeter, ravines and green corridors were high traffic areas
that generated higher numbers of complaints and sightings in both Rossland and Trail. There were
fewer reports of habituated and food -conditioned bears in 2011 as compared to 2010, pénaps due
in part to the large number of bears destroyed due to human-bear conflict in 2010. However, the
presence of garbage and fruit continued to draw bears to into town.

1.3.3 Attitudes

Many people enjoyed I|living “in b eamagebeapattractantyor
made an effort to learn how to manage attractants. There were several new people moving to the
area from Alberta, the United States, Ontario, and other areas. There was also an increase in
young families returning or relocating to the area. These new residents may or may not have
experienced living in bear country. Some of these people were unaware that bears were in the
area, let alone intown or the settled areas. There were others who felt that bears did not belong
near human habitation. These people often had no interest in changing how they managed bear
attractants in order to prevent bringing bears close to their homes. Others want to feed the bears,
either actively or passively. Some people do not mind bears eating fruit from trees near their
homes. Many people do not understand the link between attracting a bear to their fruit tree and
the subsequent habituation of the bear. The e i s a growi ng movement
which translates to more backyard gardens and animal husbandry in and around these
communities. When improperly undertaken, these activities can lead to the creation of bear
attractants and the subsequent development of human -bear conflicts.
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There is reluctance on the part of some members of the public to report bear sightings and conflicts
with bears to the COS through the RAPP line (1-877-952 RAPP (7277)). Some of the public felt that
bears would end up being shot. However, COs cannot take pre-emptive measures, such as asking
Bear Aware to assist in education unless they know a bear is in the area. The BACC encouraged
people to report sightings to the RAPP line to assist COs in monitoring bear activity.
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2 BEAR SIGHTINGS AND BAR MORTALITY DUE TBBUMAN-BEAR
CONFLICT

21 ( OUUOEUEUDPOOwW

People in the Kootenays can call the RAPP line to report sightings of, or conflicts with, bears. The

resultant file is called a Problem Wildlife Occurrence Report (PWOR). A call may be referred to

the local COs, particularly if there is property damage or a threat to human saf ety. A caller may

be advised on how to avoid further human -bear conflict. This advice can also include contacting

Bear Aware. COs usually deal with bear issues but RCMP members may also be called to deal
with problem bears.

2221 T UPOT WEOEwWOOUUEOPUawUI UUO

Table 1 and Figures 3 and 4 summarize the PWORs about black bears received by the RAPP line
and local COs in 2011 and the number of bears killed from 2006 thru 2011as of November 30. They
do not reflect the numbers of calls made to City Hall or directl y to the BACC. No bears were
relocated in 2011. The number of bears destroyed due to humanbear conflict was not available as

of November 30, 2011. However, it was evident that fewer bears were destroyed in Rossland and
in Trail than in 2010.

TABLE 1 PWORS CONCERNING BLA CK BEARS

PWOR's for Black Bears Black Bears Destroyed?

Community | 2006| 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010| 2011 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009| 2010| 2011

Rossland 55 120 | 31 12 138 | 41 2 7 8 5 16

Trail 94 147 | 189 | 123 2 2 13

TOTALS 55 120 | 125 | 159 | 327 |164 |2 7 10 7 29 0

1 The number of bears destroyed in 2011 was not available as of Nov. 30

Rossland residents are quite tolerant to the presence of bears in their community and are not

always likely to report bear sightings and conflicts with bears. Trail residents are generally less

tolerant of bears in their urban areas and express concern for the safety of children and seniors.
Reports may be more numerous from Trail resident s
population is al so three times greater than that of Rossland. Larger communities tend to have

more PWORSs per year than smaller communities.
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3 BEAR ATTRACTANTS

Garbage was the major bear attractant in both communities in 2011 (Table 2). This is consistent
across all years since 2003 for Rossland (Fig 6) and since 2008 for Trail (Fig 7).

Fruit (unp icked and windfall from fruit trees) is generally the second greatest attractant (Fig 6 and
7) in both communities, but there were no PWORs about bears and fruit in Rossland in 2011 (Table
2). The BACC did receive calls from residents about bears in fruit trees in both Trail and Rossland.

FIGURE 5BEAR FORAGING ON GAR BAGE DAY

Chickens accounted for three PWORs in Rossland (six over the past three years (Fig 6)) even
though proper husbandry and the use of a well -maintained electric fence can prevent bear damage
to chickens and chicken coops. Bears appear to be initially attracted to the chicken feed and once
in or near the coop they Kill the chickens. There have been no PWORs due to chickens in Trail.

Compost is the third most abundant bear attractant in Rossland but is not listed as a major
attractant in Trail despite the number of open composts in Trail (Figs 6 and 7). Bears may find
compost by smell. Properly maintained compost does not smell.
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Bird feeders have proven to be an attractant in spring in both communities when the bears first
emerge. The oil in the sunflower seeds is high in calories and is sought out by hungry bears

(Figures 6 and 7).

Some Kootenay residents keep freezers outside to conservenergy. Bears, however, learn to
identify freezers as a source of food and are quite capable of breaking into a freezer. Freezers are

listed as an attractant in Rossland (Table 2, Fig 6), but not in Trail.

TABLE 2 PWORS SORTED ACCORDI NG TO BEAR ATTRACTAN T FOR 2011

Bear Attractants 2011

Community Garbage Fruit Bird Feeder | Compost | Freezer | Chickens | Sightings
Rossland 11 0 0 0 1 3 11
Trail 44 12 0 1 0 0 36
TOTALS 55 12 0 1 1 3 47

Pagel 3



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011

/

\

Sighting Onty; 17

Garbage, 148

PWOR

-

Fruit, 49

Compost, 26
Freezer, 17Bird Feeders, 14

Chickens, 6

Other, 20

Pet Food, 8

FIGURE 6 ROSSLAND: PWORS BY ATTRACTANT FOR 2003 TO 2011 COMBINED

Pagel 4



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011
N

B Garbage, 211

PWORs

Sighting Only, 18

B Fruit, 29

B Nut Trees, 8

B Bird Feeders, 7

m Compost, 2

B Freezer, 2
® Garden, 1

= Other, 26

o

FIGURE 7 TRAIL: PWORS BY ATTRACTANT FOR 2003 TO 2011 COMBINED

Pagel 5



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011

4 PROGRAM DELIVERY

41/ UOT UEOw EUDPYDUDI

U

Door-to-door activities reached a large number of people in both Trail and Rossland (Table 3).

Bear Aware went door to door in Rossland and Trail based on calls from residents concerning

garbage and fruit. We contacted 15 people in Trail and 18 people n Rossland. Some of these visits
tagged with
stickers were also used during garbage tagging events 6in Trail and 3in Rossland).

resulted in garbage

being

bright

Bear Aware spent several hours in Trail auditing attractants and collecting information for other

aspects of the bear hazard assessment for Trail. These activities led to various contacts with people

in Trail and allowed us to promote better management of these attractants.

TABLE 3 BEAR AWARE PROGRAM A CTIVITIES DURING 201 1

PROGRAM ACTI VI TI ES|Ros s | Tr ai
Doetrdd oor 18 15
Garbdggging 3 5
NumbePubFic displ a 7 5
NumbePre$sentations
2 4
Totmmdmber of 30 29
Total number of p
429 610
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4.2/ Ul Ul OUEUDPOOU
Presentations and displays reached 422 people in Trail and 174 people in Rossland (Figres 9 to
13). Presentations were made to Trail Post Office employees, Teclemployees and the Trail Bylaw

Enforcement Officer. The BACC offered to present at local schools, however this offer was
declined. Several Bear Aware presentations have been made at local schools in recent years.

Bear Aware brochures and bookmarks were distributed at presentations and displays along with
the “Howpot®t Ciomn Bear Cotumd ryMarmpagnprhd efr,buit Trees
pamphlet (created in 2009) and the Bear Aware fridge magnets.
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TABLE 4 BEAR AWARE PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC DISPLAYS

DATE ACTIVITY COMMUNITY ATTENDANCE
May-17 | Trail Post Office Employees Trail 15
May-28 | Electric Fence workshop Rossland 15
Jun01 | Twin Rivers gr 6 at Nancy Greene Park| Castlegar 35
Jun28 | Teck Safety Trail 27
Juk08 | Camp Cawabunga Trail 25
Juk1l | City of Trail bylaw enforcement staff Trail 1
Jul26 | Electric Fence Workshop Trail 6
May-28 | Rossland Museum Rossland 35
Jun30 | Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 25
Jul0l1 | Canada Day at Beaver Park Trail 110
Jul07 | Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 20
Jul28 | Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 32
Aug04 | Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 28
Aug18 | Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 34
Aug18 | Gyro Music in the Park Trail 27
Sep01 | Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 20
Sep24 | Trail United Way Harvest Fair Trail 101
Oct15 | Rossland Community Fruit Press Day | Rossland 40
TOTAL 596
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Garbage was consistently available to bearsthroughout the season and it was the major bear
attractant in both communities as discussed above.

Bear Aware concentrated on media releases, doofto-door visits and garbage tagging to promote
better garbage management. Garbage tagging was conducted in Trail and Rossland
neighbourhoods based on the PWORs and resident calls to the BACC. Tagging effortswere
concentrated primarily on single family residences in Trail and on dumpster -related issues in
Rossland. Three tagging excursions were conducted in Rossland and five tagging excursions were
conducted in Trail (Table 4 and Fig 14).

FIGURE 14 GARBAGE TAGGING STIC KER
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Household “Bear Saver Carts” (Figs 15 and 16) wer
City Halls. The cart was also displayed several times over the summer at the Rossland Mountain

Market. Local media helped to spread the word about these carts. One cart was ordered and

delivered to a Rossland house. Many people felt the carts were quite expensive. Bear Aware

purchased the cart for Rossland and four carts were purchased for Trail with funds from the Te ck

restorative justice agreement.

FIGURE 15BEAR SAVER CART

FIGURE 16 OPEN BEAR SAVER CART
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Since 2007, BACCs in the West Kootenay have had access to the RAPP line and the PWORXccess

to the PWORSs gives Bear Aware the ability to visit human -bear conflict areas in a timely manner to

provide information about managing bear attractants. Bear Aware distributed Bear Aware
brochures, bookmar ks and fridgg maghtet $raeswehl Ba
pamphlet to these homes. Bear Aware distributed 110 pamphlets and 57 fridge magnets in door -to-

door visits in Rossland and 143 pamphlets and 99 fridge magnets in Trail.
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FIGURE 17ELECTRIC FENCING WOR KSHOP

FIGURE 18ELECTRIC FENCING FOR A BEE HIVE

Fifteen people attended an electric fencing workshop held in Rossland in May of 2011 (Fig 17). The
workshop (conducted by Andrew Bennett) demonstrated how t o set up an electric fence. The
workshop emphasized that electric fencing is a powerful deterrent to bears and can help protect
chickens, bees and fruit trees. Donations covered themarketing costs, and fees for the presenter.
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Gillian Sanders demonstrated fencing techniques in a July workshop held in Trail (Fig 19). This
workshop was attended by six residents. The funds for this workshop came from Teck Metals Ltd .
as a result of the restorative justice forum.

FIGURE 19GILLIAN SANDERS DISC USSES ELECTRIC FENCING
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The Bear Aware program worked with Harvest Rescue to organize a community fruit pressing day

in Rossland (Figs 22 and 23). This event saw 22 pressgs produce over 700L of juice from apples
picked locally. There were approximately 80 pressings that produced a total of 2,500L of juice (600
gallons) in 2011. Fruitis a major bear attractant in both communities, and Bear Aware will

continue to foster this relationship in future seasons.

The press was built by Rick Greene and donated to Rossland Bear Aware several years ago. The
motor was rebuilt with volunteer hours and money from Bear Aware in 2010. Bear Aware funds
are being set aside to renovate tle press (replacing most of the original wood base and barrel
staves) over the winter of 2011-2012. This work will be done with volunteer labour.

FIGURE 21 MAKING FRUIT JUICE
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13people in Trail and Rossl and became *“Dumpster
volunteered to monitor dumpsters in their neighbourhoods and to report problems to city and
waste management opaators. Many of the dumpsters that were not managed properly in 2010
were maintained much more efficiently in 2011. The Dumpster Deputies noticed problems with
dumpsters and prevented poor garbage management issues from developing further by reporting
these situationsto the appropriate authority. The program is definitely worth repeating in 2012.
One business owner (located in the most problematic area in Rossland) noted how much cleaner
the rear laneway on Columbia Avenue had become in 2011. He also sid that he had seen bears
wander through the area but that the bears did not stay. He had observed bears come to the
dumpsters and settle themselves into the tress nearby and stay for several days in 2010.

4.8, 1 EPE

Bear Aware maintained excellent media relationship sin 2011. The Trail Daily Times, The
Rossland News, The Rossland Telegraph (online media), Mountain FM, KBS radio and Shaw
television either conducted interviews or printed articles. The media generally approached the
BACC for an interview, often making media releases unnecessary.A total of 24 media events
occurred in 2011. Appendix 2 contains some of these articles.
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5 VOLUNTEERS

Bear Aware worked with 21 Bear Aware volunteers in 2011 for a total of 144 hours. Finding and
educating volunteers should continue to be a priority in 2012. Dumpster Deputies contributed the
most hours to Bear Aware. Other volunteers helped with public displays and with Bear Aware
administrative tasks such as website management.

The volunteers below were part of the Harvest Rescue team that worked with Bear Aware to
distribute information on managing unwanted fruit.

FIGURE 22 AWESOME HARVEST RESC UE VOLUNTEERS FIGURE 23MORE AWESOME HARVEST RESCUE
VOLUNTEERS
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6 BEAR SMART

FIGURE 24 ROSSLAND BEAR HAZARD MAP

Dr. Joanne Siderius received Bear Smart funding in 2004 to complete a bear hazard assessment for
Rossland. A map was produced by a Selkirk College student from the information collected (Fig
24). The map was accompanied by a report that discussed variousattractant issues and human-
bear conflict in Rossland. The map is still used by the BACC to show the public where attractants
and other features are located in Rossland. Trail received restorative justice funding from Teck in
2011 and some of these fund were dedicated to a bear hazard assessment. Work on the
accompanying bear hazard assessment report and map, as well as a humarbear conflict
management plan will continue over the winter of 2011 —2012.

626 DOEODPIi 1 w VUUUEEUEOUwW! adE®P
Rossland adopted Wildlif e Attractant Bylaw 2505 in April 2011. The bylaw addresses the garbage
storage on private property and fruit tree attractants. Trail already had a garbage bylaw in place

that dictated when garbage may be placed on the street for pick-up. Trail does not have a wildlife
attractant bylaw and the BACC asked city staff to consider developing one.

6.3. UT T Uw" OO0OxO0O01 OUUwWOI w!l EUw20EUU
Rossland and Trail both send garbage to the fully electrified McKelvey Creek landfill but both

communities still collect garbage on the curb. Both communities have been encouraged to review
and update city documents with Bear Smart goals in mind.
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/7 BARRIERS TO THE PRGAM

The main challenge to the program is funding.

Surrounding communities have been approached to participate in the Bear Aware Program, but
have chosen thus far not to participate. The BACC received requests from the surrounding
communities of Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale for Bear Aware presentations. Members of these
communities also contacted the BACC for human-bear conflict information. However, until at
least some funding is received on behalf of these communities, there can be no dedicated Bear
Aware delivery in these communities.

More resources to recruit and train volunteers would help spread the Bear Aware mes sage in these
communities.

8 FUTURE OF THE PROGRA

New partnerships established in 2010, including T
and Trail Post Office were strengthened in 2011. These partners will be contacted again in 2012 and
new partners will always be considered.

The Harvest Rescue program was strong this year in both Rossland and Trail. Both groups will
continue to receive cooperation from Bear Aware.

The Rossland Trail Bear Smart Committee renovated its website and will use it for bet ter
communication and enhanced public interaction. The committee continually seeks to add members
to the Board of Directors. The current BACC will continue to work on education and strengthening
the committee presence in the area while the bears are hibermting. Funds for this winter activity
will come out of the Trail -Rossland Bear Smart Committee coffers.

Bear Aware has public support in Rossland and Trail. Bear Aware education continues to be
needed both as a reminder and as new information. Our future p resence in Trail and Rossland also
depends on the support of residents and volunteers. Both of these groups want to help keep the
bears wild. Many are willing to make the changes necessary to avoid human-bear conflict.

Bear Aware will continue to operate at a level consistent with the level of funding available. The
cities of Trail and Rossland have both committed to funding for the next two years.
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The Bears say thank you too.
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10 APPENDIX 1:LETTERS OF SUPPORT

October 23, 2011

Sharon Wieder
F.ossland Trail Bear Aware

RE: Letter of Reference

Provincially the Conservation Officer Service is responsible for public safety regarding human fwildlife
conflict. Generally 15 percent of an officer’s time is spent on this activity annmally. To date the
Castlegar office has received over 830 bear complaints, with over 230 complaints for the Rossland and
Trail area. Of these complaints, Conservation Officers attended to approximately 35%, which were
related to aggressive and/or threatening bears.

Each year Conservation Officers parmer with local RCMP, Ministry of Forests, Commumity members and
Bear Aware to educate the public in proper handling of non natural bear attractants found in the
commumity. Sharon Wieder of the Possland Trail Bear Aware program was a valued member of this
partnership. I found Sharon to be a leader in her commumities in educating the public on reducing
human/bear conflicts. Sharon showed a very keen mterest in working with Conservation Officers and
members of the Ministry of Forests. Sharon was very easy to reach when needed and did an excellent job
in keeping the Conservations Officers apprised of the bear sifuation in her commumities.

Sharon and the Bear Aware Program were active in the past year in the following ways:

1.

Oh LA

Attending to specific residential areas and providing information on methods of reducing
human/bear conflicts (such as securing garbage, maintain fruit trees, removing bird feeders,
bringing in pet food at night, limiting what people throw in the compost).

Presentations at community functions where booths were set up and informative pamphlets
handed out.

. Safety talk and bear presentation to employees at Teck in Tral BC
. Assisted Conservation Officers and Forestry staff in isswing and dealing with Dangerous Wildlife

Protection Orders izsued to local businesses.

- Tagging garbage cans put out prior to garbage pick-up. )
. Meeting with nmumicipal governments to discuss bylaws to prevent human/bear conflicts. Sharon

15 a key member in developing a Bear Hazard Assessment for the City of Trail initiated in 2011.

Ministry of Conservation Telephone {250) 365-8611 Mailing Address
Environment Oifficer Facsimile:(250) 365-8644 845 Columbia Ave
Service Castlepar, BC V1IN 1H3

)
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October 25, 2011 Fila:7500.01

Ta Whom It May Concern:

RE: ROSSLAND BEAR AWARE PROGRAM - 2011 SUCCESS

Qn behalf of Rossland Clty Councll | would like 1o express the community's
arafituda and eupport to Ms, Sharon Wisder and har craw of voluntesrs who
have again delvered a commendable and effeclive Bear Aware Program in
Rossland.

2011 saw the adoption of the City's flrst Wildlife Attractant Bylaw and the
following programs and activifies:

»  Dumpsiar Deputy Program

¢ Harvest Rescue & Fruit Press Day
»  Bedr 3aver Cart Projact

= Sidewalk Bin Project

+ Eleatrle Fencling Workshap

= Bagar Diorama Project

City Council has committed to fund the Bear Aware Program in our ragion for the
next two years by providing grant funds of §2, 500 per year.

Caouncl is extremely pleased with the suceess of the program and looks forward
to the coptinued achievaments the bear aware program has added to our
Community and Regian. Keeging this program current and having it delivered in
an sfficient and affeclive manner is paramount to living with baars.

Respectfully.

Gz E. Granstrom
Mayor

G Gity Coungil

1448 Columbie Avanua. Bow 1178, Roealend. BC %040 1%0 = Fhone 2heodbe. r200 o Fax 250062 54571 = wenw oSS and, e
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11 APPENDIX 2: MEDIA ARTICLES

- -

Thursday, May 5, 2011 Rossland News

!T\Tews

A

‘Exception for compost in newly-

enacted wildlife attractants bylaw

ANDREW BENNETT
Rossland News Reporter

Just in time for Internation-
al Compost Awarencss Week
(the first week of May). coun-
cil gave their final approval to
the wildlife attractant bylaw
on April 26.

There was some discus-
sion about the only amend-
ment council made to the law
— namely the exclusion of
compost, so long as il doesn’t
attract wildlife — before
speeding it through the first
three readings and adopting it
for the city.

The bylaw reinforces Ross-
lander’s common-sense ap-
proach to living with wild
animals and wandering pets
by asking that potential at-
tractants be kept secure from
nosey in .

On April 11, at the previous
council meeting, the bylaw
was amended to explicitly per-
mit composting to decompose
organic wastes in the backyard
to create soil, but the defini-
tion singled out “plant mat-
ter” to the neglect of animals,
fungi, and bacteria.

Coun. Hanne Smith said

“we forgot about animal malc-
rials, but I'm not surc we're go-
ing to gain much from chang-
ing the definition”

“T don't think the bylaw offi-
cer is going to run around and
check each pile unless it’s at-
tracting wildlife” Smith joked.

Coun. Kathy Wallace said
the definition
focused on
plant decompo-
sition, but thal
“doesn’t

mean
its the only
thing there”

Coun. Laurie
Charlton felt the
definition con-
fused the use of
“compost” as a
verb, the pro-
cess of making
compost, with
the noun, the material it is
composed of that might, if the
process were flawed, attract
wildlife.

Mayor Granstrom brought
it back to business: “T under-
stand your point, 1 don't want
to make light of it, but the
alternative is to scrap the by-
faw?”

Nobody wanted to do that,

and the bylaw was adopted
unanimously after “-ing” was
added to compost 1o fix the
verb-noun conundrum.

Around the world, people
have found many ways to
compost everything from
leafy greens to meaty bones
in ways that are safe, healthy,
and unattractive to
scavengers.

The Compost
Council of Canada
(CCC - www.com-
post.org) - writes:
“Excessive or of-
fensive odours
are generally a
sign that the com-

posting process
is not procecding
properly, usually

because of inad-
equate aeralion or
excessive moisture.”

The treatment for smelly
composts at the home scale
is usually to turn the pile and
add carbon — leaves, straw,
waood chips and shavings.

The CCC said: “Preventing
odours and ensuring that the
site is kept clean will ensure
that the site does not attract
rodents or other pests”

I
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Thursday, June 23, 2011 Rossland News

SPECIALYE
Burly Bins

Sharon Wieder of Bear Aware

Coppertone
Continuous
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Published on The Rossland Telegraph (http://rosslandtelegraph.com)

Home = Better never than late: delayed huckleberry crop drives bears into town

Better never than late: delayed huckleberry crop drives bears into town
By Rachel Selkirk

Created Jul 13 2011 - 5:01pm

by Rachel Selkirk on 13 Jul 2011

in General [1]Local [2]

bear jpg [3]

This year the bears have show up fashionably late with almost no sightings being reported until last
weak.

“lt was pretty quiet up until a week ago_..all of sudden we've had a big spike of bears in town. There's at
least five that | know of that are actively hanging around town at different times of the day,” explain
Sharon Weider from Bear Aware.

The bears have been spotted in lower Rossland, Columbia Ave, and arcund the Centennial trailhead. A
late start to spring and summer is likely the cause for the bears' late arrival, but Weider expects the bear
activity to be steady from this point forward.
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Rossland Bear Aware program focuses on fencing
By Staff Writer - Trail Daily Times
Published: July 25, 2011 3:00 PM

Rossland Bear Aware will be focusing on electric fences at their workshop on Tuesday night, to keep
those sometimes unwanted visitors out of gardens and yards.

"We've got someone coming down whose got a lot of experience working with electric fences as a great
bear deterrent for gardens and fruit trees and general protection of livestock and property,” said Sharon

Wieder, Bear Aware community co-ordinator.
Electric fencing is a new area Bear Aware is exploring, she added.

Diiscussions on composting and managing household garbage will also take place at the workshop, which
will take place Tuesday night from 6-8 p.m. at the Trail Aquatic Centre.

Space is limited to 25 people, contact Weider at 250-231-2751 to register.
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Rossland News' 1hursday, September 1, 2011

News !

The five poster artists who en-
tered into the 2011 Golden City
Days poster contest sit in front of
the Nelson District Credit Union
Rossland Branch, where the
submissions were on display.

Submitted photo

Bears coming back
to Rossland area

ARNE PETRYSHEN
Rossland News Reporter

Its that time of ycar again, the
berrics are drying up and the bears
are starting to come to town.

Sharon Wicder, of Bear Aware
said there seems to be mare activ-
ity in her neighbourhood.

That evidence is the fact that the
cherry tree outside of her house
had been transformed from the
night before,

“One day it had cherries, the
next it had broken branches and
bear poop underneath it, so that's
a pretty good sign that they'ne

around,” Wieder said. “They do
tend to come back this time of

She said that the bears arc in
their hyperstagic phasc, in which
they cat some 20,000 calories a day,
to start stocking up for winter.

So far, the bears have been pretty
quiet, which she attributes partly
to the good huckleberry crop this

year.

“I think that's why they haven't
been in town as much,” she said.

The berries are mostly over, so
it may not be long before we sce
bears back in lown.

Especially since the fruit trees
are beginning to ripen.

The Harvest Rescue Program
aims to lessen that threat by having
volunteers come and pick fruit be-
fore it gets too ripe.

If you find you have more [ruit
than you need or can handle, you
can call David in Rossland at 250-
362-9557 or Wendy in Trail at 250
921-8992.

Wieder said that if you do en-
counter a bear around town, report
the sighting to conservation offic-
ers by calling RAPP line al 877-
952-7277.

For more information go to
www.rosslandbearaware.org.
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BearAware successful with
bear deterrent programs

ARNE PETHYSHEN
Rossland News Reporter

BearAware told council last week that this
was a much quieter bear season when com-
pared 1o last year,

Sharon Wieder the BearAware Commu-
nity coondinator said there were only 41
calls to the Report all Poachers and Polluters
line, which goes to the conservation officer
in Castlegar. This is a marked dacrease from
132 in 2010,

“They don't have any statistics on bears
that were killed in the arca this year because
that is not available until the 2nd of the sea-
san, towards Nov, 307 Wieder said.

“In general, people that T've talked to in
town have commented on seeing far fewer
bears than they have in the past and also re.
porting very lange bears around more than
before”

Wieder gave her semifimal report from
BearAware, the final report will be out at the
end of November,

She said 50 far this year the cities of Ross-
land and Truil donated $2,500 cach to the
BearAware program. Columbia Basin Trust
again donated money fo communities in the
basin that had BearAware programs 1o help
cover the cost of the Bear Aware community
coordinator wages.

In terms of activities this year, Wieder
was glad to see the Wildlife Attractant bylaw
passed.

She said some probleess arose this season
where the bytaw came in handy.

“We could use that bylaw as a litthe tool if
you will)” she said. “To get people to be more
compliant and more careful shout bear gar-
bage problems”

She also talked about the besr saver cart,
household carts that have been tested for
bears.

“They dont call them bear proof, because
nothing’s actually bear proaf. but they are
extremely bear resistant.” she said. "It would
take a lot for a bear to access one of those
carts”

There was one in the door of city hall

She said the hope was that if they could get
some inferest in the carts they could put In 2
bulk order to get them at a reduced cost than
il people bring them in on their own.

BearAwace also put on a dumpster deputy

program,

“Last year we had 2 huge problem with
dum) 50 | started & this
m.m hklngwmwpwplmmn;
for volunteers to monitor dumpsters where
they live and where they work” she said.

“The deputies report back to either Wieder,
city hall and or waste management opera-
toes if they observed a dumpster that wasnt

locked or was too full that it couldn't be
closed and would attract bears,

She ended up with 13 people who volun-
teered to do that on a regular basis in Trail
and Rosdland,

Once the bears get in to the garbage, its
pretty difficult 10 get them to change their

patterns,

“The bears did come out a little later this
year 5o its a combination of talking to peo-
ple early and bears caming a bit later; a good
combination,” she said.

Wieder was also looking for a Jetter of
suppart from the city.

“As is customary for delegations, we dont
ke decisions at this functure” Mayor Greg
Granstrom said. “However, | think that ifs
pretty simple that we can put something to-

Coun. JI Speamn congratulated Wieder
on her job, admitting she is u bear lover,

“Hive in the neighbourhood of bears and
have not seen pearly as many bears this year,”
Spearn said.

"Whatever we can do as a community to
keep the bears alive and whatever we can
do to as & community 10 keep educating our
citizens”

Spearn also asked if there would be Bear-
Aware programs going into schools to which
Wieder commented that a program had been
offered to schools but was turned down.

”mnm
toumament

of the

Adopt a team
Get your business involved and sponsor
a team. Show them a good time In
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