
 

   

Rossland-Trail Bear 

Aware Annual Report 
                        

Prepared by: Sharon Wi eder, BACC 

 

 



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011  

 

Page 1 

 

1 INTRODUCTION  ......................................................................................................... 3 

1.1 Program information  ................................................................................................. 3 

1.2 Report summary ........................................................................................................ 4 

1.3 Commun ity profiles – Past and Present ................................................................. 6 

1.3.1 Community Profiles  ............................................................................................. 6 

1.3.2 Bear Populations and Habitat ............................................................................. 8 

1.3.3 Attitudes  ................................................................................................................. 8 

2 BEAR SIGHTINGS AND BEA R MORTALITY  .................................................... 10 

2.1 Introduction  .............................................................................................................. 10 

2.2 Sighting and mortality results ................................................................................ 10 

3 BEAR ATTRACTANTS  .............................................................................................. 12 

4 PROGRAM DELIVERY  .............................................................................................. 16 

4.1 Program Activities  ................................................................................................... 16 

4.2 Presentations ............................................................................................................ 17 

4.3 Garbage Management ............................................................................................. 21 

4.4 Door to Door  ............................................................................................................. 23 

4.5 Electric Fencing ........................................................................................................ 24 

4.6 Fruit Picking - Working with Harvest Rescue  ...................................................... 26 

4.7 Dumpster Deputy Program  .................................................................................... 27 

4.8 Media ......................................................................................................................... 27 

5 VOLUNTEERS  ............................................................................................................. 28 

6 BEAR SMART  .............................................................................................................. 29 

6.1 Bear Hazard Assessment and Bear-Human Conflict Management Plan  ........ 29 

6.2 Wildlife Attractant Bylaw  ....................................................................................... 29 

6.3 Other Components of Bear Smart ......................................................................... 29 

7 BARRIERS TO THE PROG RAM  ............................................................................. 30 

8 FUTURE OF THE PROGRA M  .................................................................................. 30 

9 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  ......................................................................................... 31 

10 APPENDIX 1: LETTERS OF SUPPORT ................................................................ 32 

11 APPENDIX 2: MEDIA AR TICLES ......................................................................... 34 

 



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011  

 

Page 2 

 

List of figures  

Figure 1 Satellite image of Rossland from google Earth ............................................................................ 5 

Figure 2 Satellite image of Trail from Google maps ................................................................................... 6 

Figure 3 PWORs and Mortality in Rossland From 2003 to 2011 ............................................................ 11 

Figure 4 PWORS AND MORTALITY IN Trail FROM 2008 TO 2011 .................................................... 11 

Figure 5 Bear foraging on garbage day ...................................................................................................... 12 

Figure 6 Rossland: PWORS By ATTRACTANT for 2003 TO 2011, combined ..................................... 14 

Figure 7 Trail: PWORS By ATTRACTANT for 2003 TO 2011, combined ............................................. 15 

Figure 8 Camp Cawabunga ......................................................................................................................... 19 

Figure 9 Visitors to Canada Day display ................................................................................................... 19 

Figure 10 Canada Day Bear Aware display .............................................................................................. 19 

Figure 11 United Way Harvest Fair in Trail  .............................................................................................. 20 

Figure 12 Rossland Mountain Market display  .......................................................................................... 20 

Figure 13 Kids at Rossland Mountain Market display  ............................................................................ 20 

Figure 14 Garbage Tagging sticker ............................................................................................................. 21 

Figure 15 Bear Saver cart .............................................................................................................................. 22 

Figure 16 Open Bear Saver cart ................................................................................................................... 22 

Figure 17 electric fencing workshop ........................................................................................................... 24 

Figure 18 Electric fencing for a bee hive .................................................................................................... 24 

Figure 19 Gillian Sanders discusses electric fencing ................................................................................ 25 

Figure 20 Community fruit press  ................................................................................................................ 26 

Figure 21 Making fruit juice  ......................................................................................................................... 26 

Figure 22 Awesome Harvest Rescue volunteers ...................................................................................... 28 

Figure 23 More awesome Harvest Rescue volunteers ............................................................................. 28 

Figure 24 Rossland bear hazard map ......................................................................................................... 29 

 

List of Tables  

Table 1 PWORs concerning black bears ..................................................................................................... 10 

Table 2 PWORs Sorted according to Bear Attractant for 2011 ................................................................ 13 

Table 3 Bear Aware program activities During 2011 ............................................................................... 16 

Table 4 Bear Aware presentations And public displays  .......................................................................... 18 

  



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011  

 

Page 3 

 

1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 /ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕ 

Bear Aware Community Coordinator (BACC):  Sharon Wieder  

Area of Program Delivery: Cities of Rossland and Trail (total population approximately 14,000)  

Bear Aware is a community education program administ ered by the British Columbia 

Conservation Foundation (the BCCF).  Bear Aware’s mission statement is “to reduce conflict 

between people and bears with education, communication and innovation.”  The Bear Aware 

Community Coordinator (BACC) was hired by the BC CF.    Financial support for Rossland/Trail 

Bear Aware was gratefully received from the Ministry of Environment, the Columbia Basin Trust 

(CBT), the Cities of Rossland and Trail, and Nelson and District Credit Union.  Additional funding, 

to be used in Trail, was received from Teck Metals Ltd through a restorative justice forum 

facilitated by the Conservation Officer Service (COS).    

As always, Bear Aware received invaluable support from many volunteers.  

This year-end report is a detailed description of pr ogram activities and provides a description of 

the current situation with regards to human -bear conflict; accountability to the community and 

financial contributors and a record for subsequent BACCs. 

Bear Aware relies upon partnerships for both funding and  program operation.  The cities of 

Rossland and Trail each generously donated $2,500 to the Bear Aware program in 2011.  The 

Columbia Basin Trust contributed $60,500 towards operation of Bear Aware projects in the basin in 

2011.  The Rossland/Trail Bear Aware program was also awarded a Bear Aware position through 

the BCCF.   Bear Aware was initiated in the City of Rossland in 1999 and has operated annually 

under the auspices of Rossland Bear Smart Committee since that time.  Bear Aware has been 

offered in t he City of Trail since 2008. 

 The program area is bordered by the Cascade Mountains, the Columbia River, and contiguous 

watersheds.  The communities of Fruitvale, Montrose and Warfield are closely connected to the 

program area but have currently declined t o participate in a Bear Aware service agreement. 
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1.2 1Ì×ÖÙÛɯÚÜÔÔÈÙà 

The 2011 Bear Aware season ran from May 2 thru November 30.  There were also earlier activities 

in February (a display at the Waneta Mall) and April (early kick -off of the Dumpster Deputy 

program).  These activities were carried out under the auspices of the Rossland-Trail Bear Smart 

Committee.  Additional funding, to be used in Trail, was received from Teck Metals Ltd through a 

restorative justice forum facilitated by the CO Service.   These funds were put towards: the 

initiation of a bear hazard assessment, the purchase of four “Bear Saver” household garbage carts, 

and a free electric fencing workshop.   

The Bear Aware season of 2011 was a fairly typical year.  A cool wet spring helped to create a good 

crop of natural bear forage.  Bear sightings were not reported until late May in contrast to 2010, 

when they were reported in mid -April.    The huckleberry crop of 2011 was approximately 85 – 

95% (as assessed by volunteers) of the bumper crop of 2009.  Even though the berries ripened three 

weeks later than in a typical year, bear activity in urban areas was low.  

Rossland adopted a wildlife attractant bylaw in April of 2011. The bylaw addresses garbage 

storage on private property and fruit tree as  attractants. 

Overall, there were fewer bear sightings than in 2010.   Rossland and Trail residents commented 

throughout the season that there were fewer bear sightings than in other years.  Bear Aware 

spearheaded the “Dumpster Deputy” program; disseminated information on the new Rossland 

wildlife bylaw; managed the household “Bear Saver Cart” loaner program; and began compiling 

data for the Trail Bear Hazard Assessment. Other activities included: renovating the community 

Bear Aware website; setting up the bear diorama project; spearheading a pilot for sidewalk 

returnable bins and solar-powered trash-compactor bins; and working with the Harvest Rescue 

program and the resultant community fruit press day. There was a decrease in calls to the RAPP 

line and the resultant Problem Wildlife Occurrence Reports (PWORs) in 2011 (compared to 2010) 

with 41 calls from Rossland and 123 calls from Trail  in 2011.  The greatest attractant in both 

communities continue d to be garbage: of the calls that reported an attractant, 44 calls from Trail 

and 11 calls from  Rossland concerned bears and garbage.  Public displays , presentations and 

program activities (including door to door and garbage tagging) reached 610 people in Trail and 

429 in Rossland. 

Letters of support are shown in Appendix 1.  
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FIGURE 1 SATELLITE IM AGE OF ROSSLAND FROM  GOOGLE EARTH  
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FIGURE 2 SATELLITE IMAGE OF T RAIL FROM GOOGLE MAP S 

1.3 "ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ×ÙÖÍÐÓÌÚɯɬɯ/ÈÚÛɯÈÕËɯ/ÙÌÚÌÕÛ 

1.3.1 Community Profiles  

Rossland-Trail Bear Aware serves the communities of Trail and Rossland under the auspices of the 

Rossland-Trail Bear Smart Committee.  Trail and Rossland are surrounded by forests dominated 

by Douglas Fir, Lodgepole and Ponderosa Pine, Western Larch, Western Hemlock, Alpine Fir, 

Spruce, Cottonwood, White Birch and Aspen.  Forest type is dependant upon elevation and aspect.  

Cougars, elk, wolverines, white -tailed and mule deer, coyotes, bald eagles, black bears, grizzly 

bears and other wildlife occupy these mountains.  Kokanee Salmon, White Sturgeon and other fish 

thrive in the local rivers and streams.  

The economy traditionally relied on mining and forestry.  Recently, there has been an increase in 

tourism -related businesses including outdoor adventure touri sm.  There has also been an increase 

in young families returning or relocating to the area, creating an expansion and growth in housing 

development.  Multi -use trail networks are expanding around the urban areas.  In general, people 

report more bear encounters on trails within city limits than outside city limits.  Many older Trail 
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residential areas are typified by yards with gardens and fruit trees.   Rossland is a small alpine 

community that has been built upon the recreational and tourism industry.  

Rossland  

Rossland supports a population of 3,500.  Rossland comprises mostly residential neighbourhoods, 

a main street business area and several hiking and biking trails. 

A wildlife attractant bylaw was passed in April of 2011. There have been many Bear Aware 

delegations to council since 2002 requesting that council institute such a bylaw.  The bylaw 

addresses garbage stored on private property and fruit trees as attractants.  Redstone Golf Course 

housing development continued to expand and bears were regularly  reported on and around the 

golf course and hiking trails.  Prior to the expansion, the area was a combination of woods and 

meadows with old orchards.  Red Mountain Resort has several housing complexes with many full -

time residents and locked dumpsters available for household garbage.  These dumpsters were kept 

locked and residents were careful to maintain this system.  Dogs were very common in Rossland 

and human-bear conflict due to “off-leash dogs” was common.  Rossland does have an “oft-

ignored” leashed dog bylaw.  

Trail  

Trail has a population of 10,000 people.  The number of residential neighbourhoods only slightly 

exceeds the number of commercial neighbourhoods.  Trail residents rarely have (or use) inside 

storage for their garbage and very rarely have a bear-resistant container. Perhaps as a result, 

garbage is the major bear attractant. Trail does have a bylaw stating that garbage can only be put 

out on the street for pick-up on the day of collection and only after 6am the morning of scheduled 

collection. This bylaw is often violated despite education efforts from both the City and Bear 

Aware.  

Trail has a large commercial bear-resistant dumpster at the city works yard that is available to 

residents who wish to dump household garbage on a donation basis. It is open from May to 

October (active bear season). This dumpster is sponsored and monitored by the Natural Control 

Alternatives group who share any costs with the city of Trail. This is the third year that the 

dumpster has been in place and donations now cover the cost of tipping fees. 

Bears were digging under the electric fence surrounding McKelvey Creek Landfill (Trail) to gain 

access to the garbage in 2011. Local residents continued to comment on the increased bear activity 

around their homes since the landfill was “electrified”.  Bear Aware advised those residents about 

proper garbage storage solutions to reduce human-bear conflict. 
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Fruit trees were quite abundant in Trail and continued to be a major bear attractant.  An electric 

fencing workshop was  offered this year in Trail to offer residents a tool to deter bears from 

damaging fruit trees.  The workshop was poorly attended.  People in Trail seemed generally 

sceptical about the effectiveness and safety of electric fencing. 

1.3.2 Bear Populations and Habi tat 

Both black bears and grizzlies inhabit the mountains surrounding the area.  Black bears are 

routinely sighted on the streets of both communities, but there have been no confirmed recent 

sightings of grizzlies in either community.   Bears den close by and feed in the surrounding alpine 

meadows and sub-montane habitat. The wildlife travel corridors that go through town follow 

riparian areas and shelter vegetation. Over the course of the season, bears may move between the 

valley bottoms in Trail through Wa rfield and into Rossland alpine habitat.  

Bears that pose a risk to human safety are destroyed by COs. These animals are usually human 

food-conditioned and habituated to human activity. Bears seemed to move throughout all areas of 

town, but trail -heads near the town perimeter, ravines and green corridors were high traffic areas 

that generated higher numbers of complaints and sightings in both Rossland and Trail.  There were 

fewer reports of habituated and food -conditioned bears in 2011 as compared to 2010, perhaps due 

in part to the large number of bears destroyed due to human-bear conflict in 2010.  However, the 

presence of garbage and fruit continued to draw bears to into town.   

1.3.3 Attitudes  

Many people enjoyed living “in bear country” and either knew how to manage bear attractants or 

made an effort to learn how to manage attractants.  There were several new people moving to the 

area from Alberta, the United States, Ontario, and other areas.  There was also an increase in 

young families returning or relocating to the area.  These new residents may or may not have 

experienced living in bear country.   Some of these people were unaware that bears were in the 

area, let alone in town or the settled areas.  There were others who felt that bears did not belong 

near human habitation.  These people often had no interest in changing how they managed bear 

attractants in order to prevent bringing bears close to their homes.  Others want to feed the bears, 

either actively or passively.  Some people do not mind bears eating fruit from trees near their 

homes.  Many people do not understand the link between attracting a bear to their fruit tree and 

the subsequent habituation of the bear.  There is a growing movement of “buy local and eat local” 

which translates to more backyard gardens and animal husbandry in and around these 

communities.  When improperly undertaken, these activities can lead to the creation of bear 

attractants and the subsequent development of human -bear conflicts.  
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There is reluctance on the part of some members of the public to report bear sightings and conflicts 

with bears to the COS through the RAPP line (1-877-952- RAPP (7277)).  Some of the public felt that 

bears would end up being shot.  However, COs cannot take pre-emptive measures, such as asking 

Bear Aware to assist in education unless they know a bear is in the area.  The BACC encouraged 

people to report sightings to the RAPP line to assist COs in monitoring bear activity.  
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2 BEAR SIGHTINGS AND BEAR MORTALITY DUE TO HUMAN-BEAR 

CONFLICT  

2.1 (ÕÛÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ 

People in the Kootenays can call the RAPP line to report sightings of, or conflicts with, bears.  The 

resultant file is called a Problem Wildlife Occurrence Report (PWOR).  A call may be referred to 

the local COs, particularly if there is property damage or a threat to human saf ety.   A caller may 

be advised on how to avoid further human -bear conflict.  This advice can also include contacting 

Bear Aware.  COs usually deal with bear issues but RCMP members may also be called to deal 

with problem bears.  

2.2 2ÐÎÏÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÔÖÙÛÈÓÐÛàɯÙÌÚÜÓÛÚ 

Table 1 and Figures 3 and 4 summarize the PWORs about black bears received by the RAPP line 

and local COs in 2011 and the number of bears killed from 2006 thru 2011as of November 30.  They 

do not reflect the numbers of calls made to City Hall or directl y to the BACC.  No bears were 

relocated in 2011.  The number of bears destroyed due to human-bear conflict was not available as 

of November 30, 2011.  However, it was evident that fewer bears were destroyed in Rossland and 

in Trail than in 2010. 

TABLE 1 PWORS CONCERNING BLA CK BEARS 

 PWOR's for Black Bears  Black Bears Destroyed1 

Community  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Rossland 55 120 31 12 138 41 2 7 8 5 16  

Trail  
  

94 147 189 123 
  

2 2 13  

TOTALS  55 120 125 159 327 164 2 7 10 7 29 0 

1 The number of bears destroyed in 2011 was not available as of Nov. 30 

Rossland residents are quite tolerant to the presence of bears in their community and are not 

always likely to report bear sightings and conflicts with bears.    Trail residents are generally less 

tolerant of bears in their urban areas and express concern for the safety of children and seniors.  

Reports may be more numerous from Trail residents as a result (Table 1); however, Trail’s 

population is al so three times greater than that of Rossland.  Larger communities tend to have 

more PWORs per year than smaller communities. 
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FIGURE 3 PWORS AND MORTALITY IN ROSSLAND FROM 200 3 TO 2011 
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FIGURE 4 PWORS AND MORTALITY IN  TRAIL  FROM 2008 TO 2011 
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3 BEAR ATTRACTANTS 

 

Garbage was the major bear attractant in both communities in 2011 (Table 2).  This is consistent 

across all years since 2003 for Rossland (Fig 6) and since 2008 for Trail (Fig 7).   

Fruit (unp icked and windfall from fruit trees) is generally the second greatest attractant (Fig 6 and 

7) in both communities, but there were no PWORs about bears and fruit in Rossland in 2011 (Table 

2). The BACC did receive calls from residents about bears in fruit trees in both Trail and Rossland. 

 

                  

FIGURE 5 BEAR FORAGING ON GAR BAGE DAY  

 

Chickens accounted for three PWORs in Rossland (six over the past three years (Fig 6)) even 

though proper husbandry and the use of a well -maintained electric fence can prevent bear damage 

to chickens and chicken coops.  Bears appear to be initially attracted to the chicken feed and once 

in or near the coop they kill the chickens.  There have been no PWORs due to chickens in Trail. 

Compost is the third most abundant bear attractant in Rossland but is not listed as a major 

attractant in Trail despite the number of open composts in Trail (Figs 6 and 7).  Bears may find 

compost by smell.  Properly maintained compost does not smell.   
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Bird feeders have proven to be an attractant in spring in both communities when the bears first 

emerge. The oil in the sunflower seeds is high in calories and is sought out by hungry bears 

(Figures 6 and 7).  

 Some Kootenay residents keep freezers outside to conserve energy.  Bears, however, learn to 

identify freezers as a source of food and are quite capable of breaking into a freezer. Freezers are 

listed as an attractant in Rossland (Table 2, Fig 6), but not in Trail.   

 

TABLE 2 PWORS SORTED ACCORDI NG TO BEAR ATTRACTAN T FOR 2011 

 

Bear Attractants 2011 

Community Garbage Fruit Bird Feeder Compost Freezer Chickens Sightings 

Rossland 11 0 0 0 1 3 11 

Trail 44 12 0 1 0 0 36 

TOTALS 55 12 0 1 1 3 47 
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FIGURE 6 ROSSLAND: PWORS BY ATTRACTANT  FOR 2003 TO 2011, COMBINED  
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FIGURE 7 TRAIL: PWORS BY ATTRACTANT  FOR 2003 TO 2011, COMBINED  
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4 PROGRAM DELIVERY  

4.1 /ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Door-to-door activities reached a large number of people in both Trail and Rossland (Table 3).    

Bear Aware went door to door in  Rossland and Trail based on calls from residents concerning 

garbage and fruit . We contacted 15 people in Trail and 18 people in Rossland.  Some of these visits 

resulted in garbage being tagged with bright yellow stickers reading “Bear Attractant.”  These 

stickers were also used during garbage tagging events (5 in Trail and 3 in Rossland). 

Bear Aware spent several hours in Trail auditing attractants and collecting information for other 

aspects of the bear hazard assessment for Trail.  These activities led to various contacts with people 

in Trail and allowed us to promote better management of  these attractants. 

 

 

TABLE 3 BEAR AWARE PROGRAM A CTIVITIES DURING 201 1 

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES Rossland Trail 

      

Door-to-door 18 15 

Garbage Tagging 3 5 

Number of Public displays 7 5 

Number of Presentations  
2 4 

      

Total number of events: 30 29 

Total number of people contacted: 

429 610 
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4.2 /ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕÚ 

Presentations and displays reached 422 people in Trail and 174 people in Rossland (Figures 9 to 

13). Presentations were made to Trail Post Office employees, Teck employees and the Trail Bylaw 

Enforcement Officer.  The BACC offered to present at local schools, however this offer was 

declined.  Several Bear Aware presentations have been made at local schools in recent years. 

Bear Aware brochures and bookmarks were distributed at presentations and displays along with 

the “How to Compost in Bear Country” pamphlet, the “Managing Fruit Trees in Bear Country” 

pamphlet (created in 2009) and the Bear Aware fridge magnets.  
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TABLE 4 BEAR AWARE PRESENTATIONS  AND PUBLIC DISPLAYS  

DATE  ACTIVITY  COMMUNITY  ATTENDANCE  

May-17 Trail Post Office Employees Trail 15 

May-28 Electric Fence workshop Rossland 15 

Jun-01 Twin Rivers gr 6 at Nancy Greene Park Castlegar 35 

Jun-28 Teck Safety Trail 27 

Jul-08 Camp Cawabunga Trail 25 

Jul-11 City of Trail bylaw enforcement staff Trail 1 

Jul-26 Electric Fence Workshop Trail 6 

May-28 Rossland Museum Rossland 35 

Jun-30 Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 25 

Jul-01 Canada Day at Beaver Park Trail 110 

Jul-07 Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 20 

Jul-28 Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 32 

Aug-04 Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 28 

Aug-18 Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 34 

Aug-18 Gyro Music in the Park Trail 27 

Sep-01 Rossland Mountain Market Rossland 20 

Sep-24 Trail United Way Harvest Fair Trail 101 

Oct-15 Rossland Community Fruit Press Day Rossland 40 

   

 

  

TOTAL 596 
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FIGURE 10 CANADA DAY BEAR AWAR E DISPLAY  

FIGURE 9 VISITORS TO CANADA D AY DISPLAY  

FIGURE 8 CAMP CAWABUNGA  
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FIGURE 13 KIDS AT ROSSLAND MOU NTAIN MARKET DISPLAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 11 UNITED WAY HARVEST F AIR IN TRAIL  

FIGURE 12 ROSSLAND MOUNTAIN MA RKET DISPLAY  
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4.3 &ÈÙÉÈÎÌɯ,ÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯ 

Garbage was consistently available to bears throughout  the season and it was the major bear 

attractant in both communities as discussed above.   

Bear Aware concentrated on media releases, door-to-door visits and garbage tagging to promote 

better garbage management.  Garbage tagging was conducted in Trail and Rossland 

neighbourhoods based on the PWORs and resident calls to the BACC.  Tagging efforts were 

concentrated primarily on single family residences in Trail and on dumpster -related issues in 

Rossland.  Three tagging excursions were conducted in Rossland and five tagging excursions were 

conducted in Trail (Table 4 and Fig 14). 

 

FIGURE 14 GARBAGE TAGGING STIC KER 
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Household “Bear Saver Carts” (Figs 15 and 16) were put on display in both Rossland and Trail 

City Halls.  The cart was also displayed several times over the summer at the Rossland Mountain 

Market.  Local media helped to spread the word about these carts. One cart was ordered and 

delivered to a Rossland house.  Many people felt the carts were quite expensive.  Bear Aware 

purchased the cart for Rossland and four carts were purchased for Trail with funds from the Te ck 

restorative justice agreement. 

 

  

  

FIGURE 15 BEAR SAVER CART  

FIGURE 16 OPEN BEAR SAVER CART  
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4.4 #ÖÖÙɯÛÖɯ#ÖÖÙ 

Since 2007, BACCs in the West Kootenay have had access to the RAPP line and the PWORs. Access 

to the PWORs gives Bear Aware the ability to visit human -bear conflict areas in a timely manner to 

provide information about managing bear attractants.  Bear Aware distributed Bear Aware 

brochures, bookmarks and fridge magnets as well as the “Managing Fruit Trees in Bear Country” 

pamphlet to these homes. Bear Aware distributed 110 pamphlets and 57 fridge magnets in door -to-

door visits in Rossland and 143 pamphlets and 99 fridge magnets in Trail. 
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4.5 $ÓÌÊÛÙÐÊɯ%ÌÕÊÐÕÎ 

 

 

FIGURE 18 ELECTRIC FENCING FOR  A BEE HIVE  

Fifteen people attended an electric fencing workshop held in Rossland in May of 2011 (Fig 17). The 

workshop (conducted by Andrew Bennett) demonstrated how t o set up an electric fence.  The 

workshop emphasized that electric fencing is a powerful deterrent to bears and can help protect 

chickens, bees and fruit trees.  Donations covered the marketing costs, and fees for the presenter.  

  

FIGURE 17 ELECTRIC FENCING WOR KSHOP  
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Gillian Sanders demonstrated fencing techniques in a July workshop held in Trail (Fig 19).  This 

workshop was attended by six residents. The funds for this workshop came from Teck Metals Ltd . 

as a result of the restorative justice forum.  

 

FIGURE 19 GILLIAN SANDERS DISC USSES ELECTRIC FENCING  
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4.6 %ÙÜÐÛɯ/ÐÊÒÐÕÎ-ɯ6ÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯ'ÈÙÝÌÚÛɯ1ÌÚÊÜÌ 

The Bear Aware program worked with Harvest Rescue to organize a community fruit pressing day 

in Rossland (Figs 22 and 23).  This event saw 22 pressings produce over 700L of juice from apples 

picked locally. There were approximately 80 pressings that produced a total of 2,500L of juice (600 

gallons) in 2011.  Fruit is a major bear attractant in both communities, and Bear Aware will 

continue to foster this relationship in future seasons. 

The press was built by Rick Greene and donated to Rossland Bear Aware several years ago.  The 

motor was rebuilt with volunteer hours and money from Bear Aware in 2010.  Bear Aware funds 

are being set aside to renovate the press (replacing most of the original wood base and barrel 

staves) over the winter of 2011-2012. This work will be done with volunteer labour.  

 

FIGURE 20 COMMUNITY FRUIT PRES S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FIGURE 21 MAKING FRUIT JUICE  
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4.7 #ÜÔ×ÚÛÌÙɯ#Ì×ÜÛàɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔ 

13 people in Trail and Rossland became “Dumpster Deputies” in 2011. Dumpster Deputies 

volunteered to monitor dumpsters in their neighbourhoods and to report problems to city and 

waste management operators.  Many of the dumpsters that were not managed properly in 2010 

were maintained much more efficiently in 2011.  The Dumpster Deputies noticed problems with 

dumpsters and prevented poor garbage management issues from developing further by reporting 

these situations to the appropriate authority.  The program is definitely worth repeating in 2012. 

One business owner (located in the most problematic area in Rossland) noted how much cleaner 

the rear laneway on Columbia Avenue had become in 2011.  He also said that he had seen bears 

wander through the area but that the bears did not stay.  He had observed bears come to the 

dumpsters and settle themselves into the tress nearby and stay for several days in 2010. 

4.8 ,ÌËÐÈ 

Bear Aware maintained excellent media relationship s in 2011.  The Trail Daily Times, The 

Rossland News, The Rossland Telegraph (online media), Mountain FM, KBS radio and Shaw 

television either conducted interviews or printed articles.  The media generally approached the 

BACC for an interview,  often making media releases unnecessary.  A total of 24 media events 

occurred in 2011.  Appendix 2 contains some of these articles. 



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011  

 

Page 28 

5 VOLUNTEERS 

Bear Aware worked with 21 Bear Aware volunteers in 2011 for a total of 144 hours.  Finding and 

educating volunteers should continue to be a priority in 2012.  Dumpster Deputies contributed the 

most hours to Bear Aware.  Other volunteers helped with public displays and with Bear Aware 

administrative tasks such as website management. 

The volunteers below were part of the Harvest Rescue team that worked with Bear Aware to 

distribute information on managing unwanted fruit.  

  

FIGURE 22 AWESOME HARVEST RESC UE VOLUNTEERS  FIGURE 23 MORE AWESOME HARVEST  RESCUE 

VOLUNTEERS  
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6 BEAR SMART 

6.1 !ÌÈÙɯ'ÈáÈÙËɯ ÚÚÌÚÚÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯ!ÌÈÙ-'ÜÔÈÕɯ"ÖÕÍÓÐÊÛɯ,ÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯ

/ÓÈÕ 

Dr. Joanne Siderius received Bear Smart funding in 2004 to complete a bear hazard assessment for 

Rossland.  A map was produced by a Selkirk College student from the information collected (Fig 

24). The map was accompanied by a report that discussed various attractant issues and human-

bear conflict in Rossland.   The map is still used by the BACC to show the public where attractants 

and other features are located in Rossland.  Trail received restorative justice funding from Teck in 

2011 and some of these funds were dedicated to a bear hazard assessment.  Work on the 

accompanying bear hazard assessment report and map, as well as a human-bear conflict 

management plan will continue over the winter of 2011 – 2012. 

6.2 6ÐÓËÓÐÍÌɯ ÛÛÙÈÊÛÈÕÛɯ!àÓÈÞ 

Rossland adopted Wildlif e Attractant Bylaw 2505 in April 2011.  The bylaw addresses the garbage 

storage on private property and fruit tree attractants.  Trail already had a garbage bylaw in place 

that dictated when garbage may be placed on the street for pick-up.  Trail does not have a wildlife 

attractant bylaw and the BACC asked city staff to consider developing one.  

6.3 .ÛÏÌÙɯ"ÖÔ×ÖÕÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯ!ÌÈÙɯ2ÔÈÙÛ 

Rossland and Trail both send garbage to the fully electrified McKelvey Creek landfill but both 

communities still collect garbage on the curb. Both communities have been encouraged to review 

and update city documents with Bear Smart goals in mind.  

FIGURE 24 ROSSLAND BEAR HAZARD  MAP  
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7 BARRIERS TO THE PROGRAM 

The main challenge to the program is funding.   

Surrounding communities have been approached to participate in the Bear Aware Program, but 

have chosen thus far not to participate. The BACC received requests from the surrounding 

communities of Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale for Bear Aware presentations.  Members of these 

communities also contacted the BACC for human-bear conflict information.  However, until at 

least some funding is received on behalf of these communities, there can be no dedicated Bear 

Aware delivery in these communities.  

More resources to recruit and train volunteers would help spread the Bear Aware mes sage in these 

communities.  

 

8 FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM 

New partnerships established in 2010, including Trail Arts Council, Rossland Farmers’ Market, 

and Trail Post Office were strengthened in 2011. These partners will be contacted again in 2012 and 

new partner s will always be considered. 

The Harvest Rescue program was strong this year in both Rossland and Trail. Both groups will 

continue to receive cooperation from Bear Aware. 

The Rossland-Trail Bear Smart Committee renovated its website and will use it for bet ter 

communication and enhanced public interaction. The committee continually seeks to add members 

to the Board of Directors. The current BACC will continue to work on education and strengthening 

the committee presence in the area while the bears are hibernating. Funds for this winter activity 

will come out of the Trail -Rossland Bear Smart Committee coffers. 

Bear Aware has public support in Rossland and Trail. Bear Aware education continues to be 

needed both as a reminder and as new information. Our future p resence in Trail and Rossland also 

depends on the support of residents and volunteers. Both of these groups want to help keep the 

bears wild. Many are willing to make the changes necessary to avoid human-bear conflict. 

Bear Aware will continue to operate a t a level consistent with the level of funding available.  The 

cities of Trail and Rossland have both committed to funding for the next two years.  

 



Rossland - Trail Bear Aware Annual Report 2011  

 

Page 31 

 

9 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

The author wishes to thank the BCCF: including Barb Waters, Frank Ritcey and Joanne Siderius as 

well as all the other BACCs in the province. Big thanks to Conservation Officers Ben & Blair in 

their ongoing support and patience with the almost new kid on the block. Much appreciation for 

Rachael Roussin, Marty Cancilla, Sue Wrigley, Joanne Siderius and Ann Quarterman for their past 

efforts with Bear Aware and continued contributions. The Harvest Rescue coordinators Wendy 

and David (and his 2 great kids!) are much appreciated for their prompt removal of fruit.  

My appreciation goes to Tracey Butler in Rossland and Michelle McIsaac in Trail for smoothing the 

way to city staff and councillors.  All the businesses that displayed posters, donated space and 

generally supported the program are more valuable than words can convey.  

Rossland-Trail Bear Awar e gratefully acknowledges the Columbia Basin Trust, the Cities of 

Rossland and Trail, and the restorative justice system for much-needed funding.  

Anyone I have missed that helped in any way – Thanks so much. 

The Bears say thank you too. 
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10 APPENDIX 1: LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
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11 APPENDIX 2: MEDIA ARTICLES 
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